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individuals frequenting the area near the village of 
^ara (UTM XH55); on 26 Apr 2004, we saw ten 
individuals in three groups near the town of Lumbarda 
(UTM XH75); on 27 Apr 2004, we observed five 
individuals in Postrana town; our last observation 
made on 28 Apr 2004 comprised forty individuals 
hiding in the bushes near the Vela luka − Cape Privala 
road (UTM XH45)

Med {tudentskim biolo{kim taborom na otoku Kor~uli v 
letu 2004 smo se ve~krat sre~ali s travni{kimi vrabci. Prvi~ 
smo jih opazili dne 24.4.2004 pri naselju ^ara, in sicer dva 
osebka, ki sta se kopala v obcestnem pesku. Dne 26.4.2004 
smo pri naselju Lumbarda opazovali v treh skupinah 
deset osebkov, dne 27.4.2004 pa smo med poslu{anjem 
smrdokavre Upupa epops v naselju Postrana opazili pet 
osebkov, ki so se zadr`evali v bli`ini hi{. Nazadnje smo se 
sre~ali s to vrsto 28.4.2004 pri kalu ob cesti, ki vodi od Vele 
Luke proti rtu Privala. Opazovali smo {tirideset osebkov, ki 
so se skrivali po grmovju.
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Bosna in Hercegovina / Bosnia and 
Herzegovina

Red-rumped Swallow Hirundo daurica
Rde~a lastovka − najdeni dve gnezdi: 29.10.2006 pri 
vasi Raji}i v dolini Dre`nice (UTM YJ12 Z od Mostarja) 
ter v jami Velika pe}ina (UTM YH38, J od Blagaja)

More than 20 years ago, S. Obratil gave an overview of 
the area inhabited by the Red-rumped Swallow in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina [Obratil (1982): Areal lastavice pe}inske 
Hirundo daurica rufala Temm. U SR Bosni i Hercegovini. − 
Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja, Prirodne nauke, nova serija, 21: 
173−182], in which he referred to four localities: the western 
part of Popovo polje, Hutovo blato, the Bregava valley 
upstream from Stolac and near the town of Gornja Grabovica 
on the Mostar − Sarajevo road. Now we can add two more 
localities to this list. The first is a small cave above the village 
of Raji}i in the Dre`nica valley (northwest from Mostar) 
(UTM YJ12) along the road leading to Mala ^vrsnica, which 
we visited on 29 Oct 2006. The second is Velika pe}ina, not 
far from Izvor Bunice (UTM YH38) south from Blagaj near 
Mostar, which we explored on 5 Nov 2006. In both caves, 
only nests were found, without the presence of birds, which is 
normal for that time of the year.
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Wallcreeper Tichodroma muraria
Skalni plezal~ek − 1 osebek opa`en dne 27.8.2006 
na gori ^vrsnici (UTM YJ12, S Hercegovina)

After some of the rare genuine mountaineers in Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, led by Faruk Zahirovi} and Zdravko 
Ra{tegorec, made the first bivouac in Zakamenica (UTM 
YJ12, N Herzegovina) under the cliff called Veliki kuk on Mt 
^vrsnica and set up some ropes to secure the path, the valley 
of Grabovica became one of the most visited places of this 
mountain. On 27 Aug 2006, Kenan Pa{i}, Ilhan Dervovi} 
and I went there to shoot some material for a documentary 
that had been in the making for almost three years. The visit 
to the left canyon (towards the entries to the alpinist routes) 
was rewarded with a Wallcreeper, spotted on a rock on 
the left side above the first metal steps. The ornithological 
literature of Bosnia and Herzegovina [Obratil, S. (1966): 
Pregled istra`ivanja ornitofaune Bosne i Hercegovine (I 
dio). – Glasnik Zemaljskog muzeja Bosne i Hercegovine u 
Sarajevu, Prirodne nauke, nova serija V: 191−268] makes no 
mention of this bird on Mt ^vrsnica.
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Alpine Chough Pyrrhocorax graculus
Planinska kavka – jata 375 osebkov opa`ena dne 
29.10.2006 nad Malo ^vrsnico (UTM YJ12, SZ od 
Mostarja)

During our speleological explorations implemented in the 
last few years we have been intensively noting down all 
information on the occurrence and nesting of Alpine Cough 
on the mountains of Bosnia and Herzegovina. These are 
mostly smaller flocks nesting in certain pits and caves. The 
excursion to the valley of Dre`nica (north−west of Mostar) 
on 29 Oct 2006 and the ascent along the old shepherd road 
towards Mala ^vrsnica led us to the “bench” at Borovi rat. 
From one side, an unforgettable view of the ^vrsnica valley 
and Mt ^abulja opens up, while from the other side the 
peaks of Krst and Srednji rat (UTM YJ12) of Mala ^vrsnica 
are to be seen. Exactly above this second peak, a flock of 
Alpine Choughs appeared at the end of the day. Thanks to 
the photograph, I was able to count 375 birds. Besides me, 
Ilhan Dervovi} and Salko Lali}, a local man from Gornja 
Dre`nica, were there to see the unusual sight. 
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