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Iz ornitolo{ke bele`nice / From the ornithological notebook

Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
& Black-eared Wheatear Oe. hispanica
Kup~ar & sredozemski kup~ar – skupna gnezdi{~a
obeh vrst odkrita 9. 6. 2002 na lokacijah v
Hercegovini: eno v bli`ini vasi Petrovi}i (Duvanjsko
polje, UTM XY83; 860 m n.v.), kjer sta obe vrsti
najbr` gnezdili v naselju samem, in dve v bli`ini vasi
Prolog (Livanjsko polje, UTM XY45; 700 m n.v.),
kjer sta bili vrsti, ki sta kazali gnezditveno vedenje,
opa`eni na kupu izkopanin.

The Black-eared Wheatear also inhabits places in the
interior of the Balkans exposed to the Mediterranean
climate. The species is thus no rarity in thermophilous and
with rocks strewn dry grassland in Dalmatian hinterland
and Herzegovina. At Duvanjsko polje near Tomislavgrad in
Herzegovina, I observed two males; they were also common
around the nearby Posu{je, where I saw them even around
houses in the very centre of this small town. I had a chance
to see a male in the SW part of Livanjsko polje as well. Apart
from Black-eared Wheatears, Northern Wheatears were also
observed; both species displayed breeding behaviour, either
with agitated warning calls or food in their bills, while the
date of these observations, i.e. June 9th 2002, can only speak
in favour of this fact. The first “pair” of males of both species
was observed in dry, rocky meadows rising above Duvanjsko
polje, in the hamlet of Petrovi}i on the extreme southern
edge of Duvanjsko polje. The more or less untimorous
wheatears, which were obviously used to human presence,
bred virtually in the middle of somewhat desolate hamlet.
More unusual seemed the nest-site of the other wheatear
community at Livanjsko polje. Along the road near the
village of Prolog I chanced upon a kind of a mine and
caught sight, on some 10 metres high heap of dark
excavated material, of an agitated Black-eared Wheatear
male. As soon as I stopped, a Northern Wheatear male with
food in its bill appeared on the ground near a large
excavation hole. I also saw fledged young of the Black-eared
Wheatear species. The observation spot neighbours on
grassy and in some places rocky karst polje surrounded by
thermophilous sub-Mediterranean forests of White Oak
and Manna Ash. In the vicinity of Prolog, the Northern
Wheatear had also been observed by Reiser [Reiser, O.
(1939): Materialien zu einer Ornis Balcanica, I. Bosnien und
Herzegowina, Wien] where, however, he made no record of
the Black-eared Wheatear, in contrast to a number of places
in Herzegovina (in the vicinity of Ora{ac near Knja`evac
and in different places around Trebinje), where he registered
both species breeding side by side, the same as Rucner
[Rucner, D. (1998): Ptice hrvatske obale Jadrana. Hrvatski
prirodoslovni muzej, Ministarstvo razvitka i obnove,
Zagreb] who saw them breeding together near Tulove grede,
on Biokovo Mts. and at Kame{nica in Dalmatia (all these
nest-sites lie at altitudes between 400 and 1500 m a.s.l.). As
he recorded breeding wheatears also at Sinjsko polje (300 m
a.s.l.) and Vrli~ko polje (360 m a.s.l.), we may say that the

breeding at the more or less neighbouring Duvanjsko polje
(860 m a.s.l) and Livanjsko polje (700 m a.s.l.) has been
expected, especially owing to their somewhat higher
altitude. 
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Yellow-billed Chough 
Pyrrhocorax graculus
Planinska kavka – jata ve~ kot 50 osebkov v sredi{~u
Mostarja dne 7.3.2002: posamezni pari in osebki
obiskujejo, pregledujejo in izginjajo v luknjah
granatnih izstrelkov in ni{ah vrh nenaseljenih blokov
(UTM YJ20, Hercegovina) 

On March 7th 2002 I observed, together with the participants
of the international workshop on the lower Neretva valley, a
group of at least 50 Yellow-billed Choughs in the centre of
Mostar. The birds were flying from one building to another,
looking for food. Some of them kept visiting, inspecting and
disappearing in holes made by a number of projectiles and in
niches at the top of the abandoned blocks of flats. After
14.30 hrs, the Choughs disappeared and were not noticed
again that day, probably due to the vertical migration to their
roost sites. The Yellow-billed Choughs regularly wintering in
Mostar had already been described by Reiser [Reiser, O.
(1939): Ornis balcanica. I., Bosnien und Herzegowina.
Annalen des naturhistorischen Museums, Wien]. The
tradition of these birds wintering in Mostar at an altitude of
no more than 59 metres has thus been known since at least
1893. Although the Yellow-billed Choughs have not been
known to breed in Mostar, I suspect that the behaviour of
separate individuals and pairs visiting the town’s buildings is
reminiscent of the birds’ inspection of potential breeding sites
[Glutz von Blotzheim, U.N. (1993): Hanbuch der Vögel
Mitteleuropas. Bd. 13, Passeriformes – Teil 4. Aula-Verlag,
Wiesbaden].
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^rnoglavi strnad Emberiza melanocephala
Black-headed Bunting – 56 singing males counted
from the car at low speed (30 km/h) along 21 km long
road stretch in some 200 metres wide belt between
Hutovo and Ravne (UTM YH35, Popovo polje, S
Herzegovina) on June 12th 2002, when the following
species were also observed: 5 pairs of Black-eared
Wheatears Oenanthe hispanica, 3 pairs of Corn
Buntings Miliaria calandra, 20 Rock Doves Columba
livia, 20 Alpine Swifts Tachymarptis melba, 2 singing
Blue Rock Thrush Monticola solitarius males, 1
Western Rock Nuthatch Sitta neumayer, and 1 singing
Olivaceous Warbler Hippolais pallida male.
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^eprav sem vedel, da Popovo polje v ju`ni Hercegovini bolj
kot po svoji dol`ini in velikosti (146 km²) slovi po eni
najve~jih nepremi{ljenosti pri posegih v naravo, sem se
12.6.2002 vendarle odpravil na znamenito polje. @e prej pa
sem si ogledal v betonski kanal ujeto strugo Trebi{njice -
zdaj te~e skozi mnoga minska polja - groze~o ostalino
nedavne vojne. Najbolj opazne ptice, ki so vsepovsod
prepevale svojo melodi~no pesem, so bili brez{tevilni
~rnoglavi strnadi. Z avtomobilom sem jo pri pribli`no 30
km/h ubiral po cesti od Hutova proti Ravnemu. Na teh 21
kilometrih sem na{tel 56 ~rnoglavih strnadov, in to le v
pribli`no 200-metrskem obcestnem pasu. To dejstvo je
~rnoglavega strnada postavilo krepko na prvo mesto
naj{tevilnej{ih vrst ptic, ki sem jih v svojem slabo uro
trajajo~em {tetju iz avtomobila zasledil na Popovem polju.
Vzdol` 21 kilometrov dolge poti sem na{tel {e pet (5) parov
sredozemskih kup~arjev Oenanthe hispanica, tri (3) pare
velikih strnadov Miliaria calandra, jato dvajsetih (20)
skalnih golobov Columba livia, dvajset (20) planinskih
hudournikov Tachymarptis melba in enega (1) bledega
vrtnika Hippolais pallida. V razvalinah Ravnega sta pela
skalni brglez Sitta neumayer in pu{~avec Monticola solitarius.

Borut Rubini~, Zavod Ornis balcanica, Pra`akova 11, SI-1000 Ljubljana,
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Corn Bunting Miliaria calandra
Veliki strnad – dne 9.3.2002 so se na kra{kih poljih
Hercegovine (Duvanjsko, UTM XJ63, 864 m n.v., in
Livanjsko, UTM XJ55, 710 m n.v.) spreletavali
{tevilni pojo~i samci. Zve~er so na Livanjskem polju
jate od 200 do 300 strnadov letele na preno~i{~a.
[tevilo opazovanih ptic v kombinaciji z visoko
nadmorsko vi{ino in zgodnjim datumom ka`e na
mo~ne lokalne populacije. Na Livanjskem polju je v
okviru pilotskih popisov dne 9.6.2002 prvo {tetje
velikih strnadov opravil Borut Rubini~, ko je na
relaciji Livno – Prolog – Sajkovi} v dol`ini 39,7 km in
v stometerskem pasu vzdol` cesti{~a na{tel 126
pojo~ih samcev.

On March 9th 2002, I and my colleagues Martin Schneider-
Jacoby and Borut Rubini~ were travelling by car across the
karst fields (poljes) of Herzegovina. In view of the altitude,
date and behaviour of the Corn Buntings observed during
the ride we wrote down the following details: (1) Duvanjsko
polje (864 m a.s.l., Petrovi}i – Kolo section, three stops
between 14.30 and 15.00 hrs) 1 male singing in the
meadows opposite the village of Bukovica, (2) at Bu{ko
jezero (716 m a.s.l., Prisoje – Misi section, three stops
between 15.30 and 16.10 hrs) 1 male singing in the pastures
near the village of Misi, (3) at Livanjsko polje (710 m, Livno
– D. Kazanci section, seven stops between 16.15 and 18.00
hrs) about 25 males singing. Here we noticed, just after the
turning for Glamo~ko, a few groups of up to 20 buntings
and a flock of some 200-300 birds flying in the direction of

Livno to their night quarters. Corn Bunting’s large roost
sites are known from the colder part of the year from the
coastal part of Croatia [Rucner, D. (1998): Ptice hrvatske
obale Jadrana. Ministarstvo razvitka i obnove, Zagreb],
while in spring the numbers of territorial buntings in
Dalmatia hinterland begin to rise from mid-March onwards
[e.g. Ma{trovi}, A. (1942): Die Vögel des Küstenlandes
Kroatiens. Band 1. Institut für angewandte Zoologie,
Zagreb]. The earliest date about their spring migration from
Sarajevo polje (central Bosnia) was March 22nd 1906
[Reiser, O. (1939): Ornis balcanica. I., Bosnien und
Herzegowina. Annalen des naturhistorischen Museums,
Wien]. In spite of the fact that no research has been carried
out in the karst poljes of Herzegovina, I believe that our
observation of territorial Corn Buntings is early. In
combination with the relatively high altitude, the number
of territorial individuals and flocks of these birds flying to
their roost site, indicates strong local populations,
particularly at Livanjsko polje with 400 km2 extensively
farmed dry to wet grasslands. Namely, on the basis of the
research carried out in the NE of Brandenburg in Germany,
the greatest distances from which the buntings fly to their
night quarters are max. 10 km, the median 2-5 km [Fisher
& Watzke (1996) In: Glutz von Blotzheim, U.N. (1997):
Handbuch der Vögel Mitteleuropas. Bd. 14, Passeriformes
– Teil 5. Aula-Verlag, Wiesbaden]. At Livanjsko polje, Corn
Buntings were counted for the first time, within the
framework of pilot surveys, by Borut Rubini~ on June 9th

2002, who along the Livno – Prolog – Sajkovi} route, at a
length of 39.7 km and in some 100 m wide belt, registered
126 singing males. He carried out the survey in cloudy
weather between 10.00 and 17.00 hrs.
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